WOMEN IN THE SMRITIS
A correspondent sends me an issue of Indian Swarajya
published at Bezwada. It contains an article on the place
of woman in the Smritis. Prom it I copy the following few
extracts without any alteration :
" The wife should ever treat the husband as God, though he be
characterless, sensuail and devoid of good qualities. (Manu, 5-154)
Women should follow the word of their husbands. This is their
highest duty. (Yajnavalkya, 1-18)
A woman" has no separate sacrifice, ritual or fasting. She gains
a high place in heaven by serving the husband. (Manu, 5-145)
She who fasts and performs rituals, while the husband lives,,
cuts off the life of the husband. She goes to hell. A woman who*
is after the sacred waters should wash the feet or the whole body
of the husband and drink the water, and she attains the highest,
place. (Atri, 136-37)
There is no higher world for the woman than that of the
husband. She who displeases the husband cannot go to his world
after death. So she should never displease the husband.,
(Vasishtha, 21-4)
That woman who prides in her father's family and disobeys
the husband should be made by the king a prey to the dogs in the*
presence of a big assembly of people. (Manu, 8-371)
None should eat the food offered by woman who disobeys the
husband. Such a woman is to be known as a sensualist^
(Angiras, 69)
If the wife disobeys the husband when he is given to bad
habits or becomes a drunkard or is suffering from physical ail-
ment, then for three months she should be deprived of her valu-
able clothes and jewels and kept away. (Manu, 10-78) "
It is sad to think that the Smritis contain texts which
can command no respect from men who cherish the liberty
of woman as their own and who regard her as the mother
of the race; sadder still to think that a newspaper published
on behalf of orthodoxy should publish such texts as if
they were part of religion. Of course, there are in the*
Smritis texts which give woman her due place and regard
her with deep veneration. The question arises as to what,
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